PROJECT SITE

The study | ocus is Rone, NY, a town
of 34,950 (US Census 2000) at the

i ntersection of the Mohawk Ri ver and
Erie Canal in Oneida County, 40

m | es NE of Syracuse. “Because of
its location as a portage point, the
city was strategically inportant
during the French and I ndian Wars
and the American Revol ution”.

Giffiss Air Force Base, established
in Rone in 1941, was inactivated
follow ng the 1993 round of BRAC
base closures. Giffiss had operated
at different scal es as both | ocal
and regi onal enpl oyer as well as a
critical node in the US gl obal

def ense net wor k.

Giffiss AFB hosted a range of
mlitary hardwares, including
fighter interceptor squadrons, B-52
Stratof ortress bonbers, Air Launched
Crui se Mssiles, and the agency that
di rected t he engi neering of ground
conmuni cat i ons equi pnent around the
world. In 1991, with nore than 8, 000
enpl oyees, Giffiss AFB was the

| argest enployer in Oneida County,
with an econonic inpact on the five-
county area of $800 million.

Al though Griffiss AFB s | ast runway
closed in 1998, its renown Air
Force Research Laboratory, founded
in 1951, remnins as a stand-al one
facility on a 110-acre canpus in the
new Giffiss Business and Technol ogy
Park. The Technol ogy Park’s “award
wi nni ng” nast er pl an, covering 3500
acres, superceded the air base
footprint with “devel opnent
districts for residential

devel opnent, educati onal

enterprises, office buildings, high-
tech research, heavy industry and
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